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Large scale microbial foodborne outbreaks covered by the “Food safety information
bulletin” in the last twenty years (2003-2022).

Kunihiro Kubota, Masaru Tamura, Hiroshi Amanuma, Emiko Ogihara, Mayumi Sakai, Chikako Uneyama

Division of Food Safety Information was established in April 2003, and has been publishing a bi-
weekly bulletin “Food Safety Information Bulletin” since then. The bulletin includes information on food
safety collected from abroad, summarized and translated into Japanese. It covers foodborne outbreak
information, surveillance, food recalls, changes in regulation, scientific reports and publications mainly
from international regulatory bodies, food safety authorities, national scientific institutes, etc. The
bulletin is delivered to government officials, stakeholders and the public in Japan, through our listserv
and our website. We also provide information from our website which need to be delivered quickly, by
providing special websites.

In this article, we introduce largescale foodborne outbreaks due to microbial contamination, which
we think should be noted for their severity, large number of patients, contamination which is likely to
occur in the future, investigation results and measures taken by the authorities and companies to
resolve the situation. We also chose ones which were related to foods were or might be imported to
Japan, and also the ones which might also happen in Japan for similar food production or handling
methods.

Looking back on these outbreaks, we noticed the changes in foodborne investigation methods such
as use of PFGE (pulsed-field gel electrophoresis) to WGS (Whole Genome Sequencing) methods in
estimating the strain of the causative agent to identify the responsible food for the outbreak. We also
confirmed that collecting the latest information on outbreaks and food recalls abroad is crucial in swift
introduction of control measures to prevent or minimize the burden of foodborne illness.

We will continue to provide accurate and important food safety information from abroad to notify

the authorities, stakeholders and the public to minimize the risk of foodborne outbreaks.
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