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Topics from “Food Safety Information (Chemical)” in 2020

Miou Toda", Yoriko Inoue, Keiko Kawa, Ichie Haruta, Hitomi Yonaha, Chikako Uneyama

The variety and volume of internationally traded food has increased, and the food safety issues

occurred in other countries immediately become global and/or national issues. The division of food

safety information have published biweekly bulletins named “Food safety information” for risk

manager and public since 2003. These bulletins introduce the latest official news released from

international organizations and food safety authorities in foreign countries. The present paper provides

overview of some topics selected from these bulletins in 2020 (e.g. COVID-19 pandemic, New Era of

Smarter Food Safety, perfluoroalkyl substances, edible insects, cultured meat).
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1) Food safety information (in Japanese)

http://www.nihs.go.jp/dsi/food-info/foodinfonews/
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from accidentally splashing their eyes (30 Aug.
2020)
https://www.anses.fr/en/content/hand-sanitiser-

take-care-protect-young-children-accidentally-

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

splashing-their-eyes-0

New Era of Smarter Food Safety
https://www.fda.gov/food/new-era-smarter-food-
safety

Farm to Fork Strategy - for a fair, healthy and
environmentally-friendly food system
https://ec.europa.eu/food/farm2fork_en

From Farm to Fork
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-
2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-
taken-eu/farm-fork_en

EPA Delivers Results on PFAS Action Plan (19
Jan. 2021)
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-delivers-
results-pfas-action-plan

Authorized Uses of PFAS in Food Contact
Applications
https://www.fda.gov/food/chemicals/authorized-
uses-pfas-food-contact-applications

FDA Announces the Voluntary Phase-Out by
Industry of Certain PFAS Used in Food Packaging
(31 July 2020)
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-
updates/fda-announces-voluntary-phase-out-
industry-certain-pfas-used-food-packaging

PFAS in food: EFSA assesses risks and sets
tolerable intake (17 Sep. 2020)
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/pfas-food-
efsa-assesses-risks-and-sets-tolerable-intake

EFSA; EFSA Journal 2020; 17(9): EN-1924. doi:
https://doi.org/10.2903/sp.efsa.2020.EN-1924

FDA Approves First-of-its-Kind Intentional
Genomic Alteration in Line of Domestic Pigs for
Both Human Food, Potential Therapeutic Uses (14
Dec. 2020)
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-
announcements/fda-approves-first-its-kind-
intentional-genomic-alteration-line-domestic-pigs-
both-human-food

VIP: Veterinary Innovation Program (15 Apr.
2020)
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animals-
intentional-genomic-alterations/vip-veterinary-
innovation-program

Edible insects. Future prospects for food and feed
security. FAO Forestry Paper 171; 2013
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/13253e/13253e00.
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23) EFSA; EFSA Journal 2021;19(1):6343. doi: https:// https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/mfat-market-

24)

25)

26)

doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6343

Edible insects: Setting the lower standards for
heavy metals to control safer. (in Korea; 04 Jan.
2021)
https://www.mfds.go.kr/brd/m_99/view.
do?seq=44928

Requirements for the Safety Assessment of Novel
Foods, Version dated 23 November 2020
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/
food-import-and-export/Requirements-on-safety-
assessment-of-novel-foods_23-Nov-2020.pdf

Safety of Alternative Protein (10 Dec. 2020)
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-information/risk-at-a-

glance/safety-of-alternative-protein

28)

29)

reports/market-reports-asia/singapore-alternative-
proteins-9-december-2020/

Plastic Food Contact Materials Containing
Substances Derived from Bamboo (04 Feb. 2021)
https://www.fsai.ie/faqg/bamboo_contact_
materials.html

Fillable articles made from melamine
formaldehyde resin, such as coffee-to-go cups sold
as ‘bambooware’, may leak harmful substances
into hot foods (25 Nov. 2020)
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/fillable-articles-
made-from-melamine-formaldehyde-resin.pdf
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