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International trends in evaluations of antibody tests and establishment of the reference
standard for anti-SARS-CoV-2 antibody

Kazuko Nishimura, Hiroko Shibata, Yoshiro Saito, Akiko Ishii-Watabe"

Antibody tests for SARS-CoV-2 can be used to identify people who were previously infected by
SARS-CoV-2, and useful to elucidate the relationship between antibody titer and infection protective
function if the test is quantitative. Antibody tests have some unique characteristics; e.g., the limit of
detection and the characteristics of antibodies to be detected differ depending on the type of antigen
(Nucleocapsid protein or Spike protein) and its domain used, host cell, immobilization method and
detection method of the bound antibody etc. In addition, antibody having cross reactivity with
coronavirus strains other than SARS-CoV-2 may exist in human samples. These characteristics affect
the analytical performance of antibody tests, and thus some tests that will not work as expected may
be distributed. Standardized performance criteria and the reference standard for the evaluation of
the antibody test are reguired. In this paper, we investigated and summarized the activities about
evaluations of antibody tests and establishments of the reference standards for anti-SARS-CoV-2

antibody in the US, UK and WHO in order to cope with next spread of emerging and re-emerging

infectious diseases.
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e WMENTRETH S, ELISAEIE, ks
FNLPEREZPURLTHIWT 2 L &bz, MliAEL LT
AR L, WS h kel - 2235
HETHY, WEMEREICDHLEEOATHETIETDH
2T Enn, BRI TWES, Zofus, s
D HE S E 2 AT 2P0 F v MICHWHRT
WAlER: & LTiE, ECLIADABAL IS 50 il 13
(CLIA), #otRERwiElleid (FEIA), (bL2Ftimh
THRIEMEDE (CMIA) 25, Ihoofliz, 74
VARG R HETE L PANGEZMET2F Y b b
FEENTWAED, RIIFETIEPR & oAV T
PR BRI T 2 PR v M2 Ehxg e LCHEx
To7.

I CERNAL TR Y v NS HBER - IGE S
NTVDH, PR T, PUROHIL D72 DI &
NTWw B PR (N proteind %\ 1S protein) DOFEFER
i SN7PUR & 827 B Eo#Ar, FEBME, FElt
R ESEICE D, MH SN APERORERRHT
R 5 L W) B 5. INZ T, HLSARS-CoV-2
VS oaa s 4 VAT 2Pk & DREOGE R &
OMEL DY, WMEESND &) RUESBETE vk
XY PEDHEIEPWMEEIN TS, L2255 T, it
A DB D 7201213, WAEF v b Oz
TR O, BHAL S N ESLETH
5.

INLOMERY R E 2, AWfseTiy, Fflaorv 4
WARIERSED /8 T3 v 7 HHE U724 05 520214E 3 H
FTOMIZ, WV T b NP F v b OMERERHN
BLOEEGOREICET 20 A OWTHAL
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1. AP AWEEBIIC BT 29 a gt o 4 v AHiR R

DYEREEAM SR

PURBAT O RE D R FRIE D O & D & LT, PCRMFE
FCREDHEEZH SN, PikzETs ez ns
B ok (i, im4E, M) %2 (Bl ZHkcs
LEEEFHET A [RE] &, HflaaF 1)V AHLT
Rl % EIRREG DS ik 2 Rtk L HETE S
HE xRS 5 [FFRE] 235 5.

KEREWMEREMFE (FDA) T, 202045 HIZBA
FEORFIn & L THliH O A% T e W RIKEE DAL
Fv POHT, —ZOKEZMZTEHBEINZD DI
REEHFFY (EUA) 252528 E3N7e Wi7zd
NREKEIZOWTIL, PUFEBEF v M T H5FDAY
45 AT 2Ty 7L — P IcBwTHEL-1O
EIITREN, ZOKEZT VT L— FOWEIHEST
HHENTETWES, LYELEYS, KE - fFFREO

fililC 3o < ERIRTEREIE, P LV 2 BRIR M AR o Pk
fili (#4%—=) IZXoTEBHTLIEMTHS720, 2020
7 HURE, BUFBFZRBEEICBWT, RNk
(30ffk) & BEtEmR (BOMR) 75 W & Bl o fefks s
POV & 72 B R OV B o R A T b (F2) 7,
A5/ 27u<b¥*vy b, ELISA¥ v B XUOCLIA#: &
CHE RS 2 V2R v N OGRS % B,
BERLTNAD.

1 (A) WZRTEHIT, 20214E 3 HIFE T2 H O
PSR v PAEUAZ IS LTz, MM T, 2
NWHEUATUSMEH D9 5m28F v b, KU, EUA%I
BHTETWLWVOLF v b, 5H89F v MO W TBUMFIIZE
FRBAIC X 2 EFiAs 72 S, FEIBRIN TV (K1
(B)). EUAZWE LA /70~ ¥y p20F v b
F18F v M ARl S & 22 ), ELISA¥F v ME13F v b
7y PAFHMERN G & o Tz, Zhic L, HEp
ANEETF Y MIEUAZEUS L7234F v bD9H E 3
Fv PORPEAXR E o Tz, SR E R -7
AL87703bFy FPOELDPEUAZRFTE T
W TH Y, —EEUADM G- S 7otk BUFHIZEHE
BIIC & 2 3Hili TYHEREAA T4 & &, EUARIDHL &
TrofzA L z7a<bdy b 2BIHREShTWSY.

FDAD R — A= VI L T 2 7R R 7 — &
VT, BAEF Y ORI KE & FERE D
BRARK 2 1TR L7z, EUARBUSF v M, 13EAER
JEFE1Z90% 2L I, FREEIZ5% L L E B WIERTH B —
75, EUAFERUGF v Mg, KA - $RRE L HICEUAT
¥y MIH BB ONE L, FRITIgMOBIIZOWTIE
BRELRNF Y IS0 o7z. ERNICEF Y FOR
fFCEICREROEEE - FRELI VRV OBEL L, &£
1-1 R LZZEBRIRMREDREREL -2 2wy NS
oz

T4 75 FIREA (Public Health England:
PHE) &, 202044 AH» 5 7 Ho®IZ, RFENRTHR
itk v b (ELISA¥ >y b 1%y &+, HEOH
FEHFY P 7%y M) AZOWTHEWAE (10081K),
Fathfl (4008rK), 2878 s EmE Rk (1008 4)
FIGEABHI T W R 2 AT VR R L2 (323) 7.
COFHIASR T 2 HWT, BELFRELX 3
RL7z FMiE N7z 8 F v OB LEIC LI, »
TG ESEIZ90%LL b, FFREIZI9%LL . TH 5 7208
PHE @ GFAlli L3 FF S EE1X100%3E A5, 3 E o PR3 -
B 8 LT (MHRA: Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency) 2*H/R I N T 5
#(F1-2) BT AL, BESATS LT Y MY
Ho7.
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FDAGA 42 ZFET > 7L — MIHWTHEIOF T (L AHEREF v FOMEEICKD 5h 2 E%E

Fr7TL—t

R BRPRI4RE

RERISM

T5MARIZ DWW T

< JEJE 0 90% DLk

< BERLEE C 95% DLk

- IgMOADKEE © 70% DL L
- IgGOAHDIKEE 1 90% L I

2020.5.115K

RT-PCREzVEREHE (BON) 22504 7% &30k,
RT-PCRIEVERE ET5MHAR D 2 132019412 PLATICIUE L 72

2019412 H LIRG LK [ CYUE L 72758k DL 1 7
&, SO BEVERE MR 2 B CHRESEE o R
ATV, FRRENUW T THo2a, b
WIS B OB % 72 R o Sl A H 2k 72
Do T2HE R, FOMO T AV AL IZ O W
T, RERSMZ R R

THMARIZ DN T
IgGEIgMERXFIL THRET 2 8E

< IgM & 1gG% PR 72 & - 90% DL 1

- IgMDOADKEE © 70% L 1~

- IgGDO A DEEE : 90% DLk

< IgM & 1gG% a7 4 BB - 95% L) I

2020.6.26 it~
2021.3.17h

- B 1 90% DL L
- FRELEE 1 95% L L

RT-PCREFMEEE (BON) 225047 & H30MkE,
RT-PCRIEVEREET5MAA D 5 1320194512 LRI ICINEE L 72

Total Ig, 1gGND&, H DV IFIgMDAEEHT B1&E

20194FE12 H LI K CUNEE L 72758k DL 1 7
&, RO BB 2 v TS EE O RFAll
ATV, FRRENB% U LETH Y, FIILAEK
ISPEDRERZ AT D R WA, FFREOFHINIC
W72 RO EICOWTH T A 2 &

2RO BB AR AR % F 72 RSB O BRI AS
Kol fid, oM A v A12FHIC
DWW, A2 RS 5 L.

£1-2 MHRAHA S ZRICHEWVWTHEIOIOF VM I AHHFEREX Y FOMEEICKRD S h 2 EHE

bl

P ERPRIERE TEREME
9F LW ERE
MLOBEHO a T I 4V A B X O 7R I
B BRER20H DIREICIUE L -t etk 2 L7 L & D Wi DR JEAR & R BOSYEDS 72 v (0.1%
2008 RS, 98% L E AT (95%15 HEIX [ : 96-100% ) LIF)
202152501 |4SRE  FiBlauF AV AMB LD 64 AL ERICIEL

7Bk D B\ SRR E MR 2 A 7 < & b 200M R, 98%

DL E2SEEE (95% 5 HHIX T : 96-100% )

FFAE T RE 2 TERE

AEOBH O I T F T AV ADH B NIE) A M
TN SN B — R R M ZHR B OFRER E O
FEROREDSRN (1%LF)

F£2 FDAICLZHBOIOFVAILAMEREXT v b OMEE
Serological Tests) D#E

MR E% (Independent Evaluations of COVID-19

e b B KE BUFWIZERERY
"ﬂi%f%ﬁ%gg - National Cancer Institute (NCI) 86F v b
SEA v b - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 2%y b
" - National Institutes of Health (NIH) 1¥v b
auFHRAES Y b 89F v b (2021.3.8817)
g Wil A4/270<h®vy b 76%v b
AT S5 b ELISA% v | 10% 5 1
HEp o MraE s v b 3F v b
[Panel 1], [Panel 2], [Panel 3]
| BSRLE BFA SRS
B LB B PLILTT SV (SOBOH) Bt It C R s et
PRIy - Mkl (80MfA) ---20204F & 1) i lZINEE S 7z ik
S IgM, IgG, IgA, Total IgiZDWT, JRE & IR
! ) SPURRA R 5% 2B 2 By, BN L R
ST 34 20204 7 H~
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(A) EUAEVSE 52 B D NER (B) BUAFHELES I & 2 4BEEHE O
WHREL>T=F v b EANER
FMIA

ECLIA
ELF

cwm\ ‘ 19528

72 EUAZEER/S | 89 g

CLIA 58
61
AL/ 7A<TbFy b AL/ 7B bEFY b
B ELISA¥ v b B ELSAF v b
mm ggoWmEERF* Y b . g@:omEERF Y b

R
1 FDADEUAZE5Z7-MEDAR (A) HLUBIFHREEICH T ZFHEMR E L > HEFEREX Y FOKESE
(B) (2021#E 3 A 8 HEF==)
(A) DEUARE2X Y bDS>B5M28% v MIHIZ TEUAFERBD61 X v M A FHEXNR & & > 7.
CLIA: Chemiluminescence immunoassay
CMIA: Chemiluminescent microparticle immunoassay
ELFA: Enzyme-linked fluorescence immunoassay
ECLIA: Electrochemiluminescence immunoassay
FMIA: Fluorescent microsphere immunoassay

Total Ig
A
90+ 90+
80+ 80+
70+ (8 wd O A
:\a 60+ ;ox 60+ b ;\3 60+
E( 50 E( 50+ O() 1 50+
2 40- 40 OC # 40+
304 30+ Eg 30+
20+ 204 204
104 104 104
50 6 70 80 90 100 5 60 70 8 90 100 5 60 70 8 90 100
& E(%) & E(%) R E%)

OEUARVEA L/ 7A< k¥ v b
AEUAESA L/ 7a~< hFy FLIS
OEUASEEEA L/ A~ hF v b
AEUASEERBA L/ 7 A< kv RS
2 FDAICK ZHiEEESx v b DOMEETHEREE
ARINTWVWBRT—2Z2HWT, BEX Y FOBEXR (g6, IgM, Total lg) BIICKEELEEES# 70y ML .
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%3 PHEICE?HEOOF 7ML ZAHABRES v FOMEESEMRE (PHE commercial serology assay evaluations)

DEEE

AR B R

PHE Porton Down laboratory (AbottftUAtd 7 F v )
PHE Colindale laboratory (Abotttl @ % v )

GRPSE S

ELISA¥ v k-1 % v b
HEy @AYy 7%y b

T L7

Btk PCR TR MEME € L 72 S R E 2 & D100k ik
BV --20194E 12 H BLRT IR L 72400 fA
RO A (Confounder samples) 50844
FEEaaF A VA, Y <FHT, EBYA VA, A b AFTT AR,
IKIE - AFIRIEIE 7 A )V A Bt TSARS-CoV-2 B Mtk
RIPL*) S £ AJEtifk (SARS-CoV-2F&tk) 508k
¥ F v MO o TEMEICAH L 22K S Vic—EBE WD H 5

A H

&
TR

SPARAE 5% BT B HIER R, BRI 2§15
FERERFAL - 5 I BED 7 — )V EkE 2 1 HIZ 5 1|, 5 HRHMlE L CHAEE) & HFZB) % 5+

AT 4]

20204F 4 H~7H

x) Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory

2. B a4 OV AHUFRE O TR IS % B
B S D B RRIR B

100

90 Abott IgG (CMIA) ¥ siemens Total Ig (CLIA)
Roche Total Ig (ECLIA)
80+ Ortho Total Ig (CLIA)

Ortho IgG (CLIA)
Euroimmun IgG (ELISA)
Beckman IgG (CLIA)
DiaSorin IgG (CLIA)

704

60+

50+

REE (%)

404
30+
O ELISAFvh (IgGHRH)

204 @ BEHHFEERFY L (IgGHRH)

104 O E#PEER+TYH (Total IghRt)

0 L] L] L] L]
50 60 70 80 90 100

1 2 E(%)
X3 PHEICK 2HFFEST v b OMREFFMERER
ARTNTVBT—2ZHVT, BEXY FORELHEEEZ7OY UL

5. L72ioT, PifkATIE, BRMEIERAICS!

L7 AL IVARNAZE =D LD 7%, EEDD O

Filan s 4V ZEHSEDOZ M 5N 5 BIR RIFBEE R DO ODVFAEL 2. T D20, Hikz &

HiEmACIX, WedEr P aas 74V XORNA
THH, RNABH#EG DI —Hd 5 \VIEy [ )L R i B, RS AR S F D PR o P 25 g
5k R, BEEREM S OPURMM S LT,
ThHb. —J, HBagFrs 4 IR AT WVadH7= 01000847, DX ThHHMEEMFS L, B
B X D FEENDPURIE, Bea PRI T 580 B ld 2 o fifi % LI 0 2R 5EA 2 479,
RoOBREWTH Y, m%®%L bRELLSHUEDLD
5. T2, BEILI-THIMROTO 7 74 VIR L

OB i B
#1479 2 LA

DL LT, BT HEO MRl

t B O L 2 M & B 0 B & 75 2 o 2 78
Th

13

w9 ik
Neohsb, WHOWR, VMARMEZLZ GORA % 0HriC
BT L 2 H M IS T A HAEAT -
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TBY, EEKO) BEHFICEEEOEVL DI LT
E B AR 5 (International Standard), FEESZE/ <A
)V (International Reference Panel), & %W IZHEEES
MEzt3 (International Reference Regent) #3%E L T
BY, FEONIBSC (National Institute of Biological
Standards and Control) 7%, &, 55% E%11-
TW5h.,

PLSARS-CoV-2 PiFHAF v + OFISEE X OFHli 2 &
BRBERIIOWTY, RA4ITRTIH)IHMaary
AV A JEYHE M EF AR D 5 IR L 72HISARS-CoV-2
PR OB PR B R PR/ S L ASNIBSC A & 584 & T
&727. BHMBMAED S S 7220/1301%, &SI
KO D20204F 4 FIZIZFAH G S, 20214F 6 A K
FCICHHAMAR T & e o7z, 202148 7 AW T, BE 7 —
VIIHED BRI NP EHOF v 1) 7L — 7 R0
HAEPAREDS 3 M, HRoBENEL M aa )y
AN ABETERRARD B 7 % 2 FEFHOPUR/ S ROV HEAT S
TW5h,

HUSARS-CoV-2 HiRMA 1 JH W B [ B B e 5 R0 [ B
SRRV OREICH LT, WHOIX, NIBSCASHH#E L

7eX X ) T L=y Pk A VE (FR4) 2REE L
T, 20204E 7 H2>510H o BIRIC15 7 E448B9C X 5
BRIEEME 24T o 72, Z O FERS L EME O BES %2 % 5
RT Y. SERBRGEIC B TR 20/1361 3 EEB O T v
AT S, EBREERE LCHETESZ L
SRR S AL, HOHNEME & LC 11000 international units
(IU)/mL] A5 Sz fEawmHE [ UHR
X3 5HE L7 7 Z08ufk (# 21X, HIRBD protein
IgG, ¥IN protein IgM7% &) #HHT 57 v &4 FD
HIZHWA Z & & & h, [1000 binding antibody units
(BAU)/mL] ofinsfts-Sh7-. BIHLBAUL, [ UHG
B2 L7 7 20RO B> THWS Z
ENTESL. F72, ZOREEEN20/136% HWVTERN
2 V20/268% HEIK T % 4 7 — VIMAEIZD W T, Buffiti
(IUB L UBAU) O EEA 7R Sz, ASPUARE o Rk
(20/140) ZMHTE Lh o VBB ZBRWT, §
RTOT v LA FIBO TSR ERBRT 5 HAEHE O
PURMEONF S —3 L CTB Y, BEAARVELTOHY
W7o TWA I EARENT. WHOR Z 0 IFME
2 20204E 123 122K LY, 7 — IV IE20/136 % [EBE

x4 NIBSCH@EHAL TWBHEIOF Y 1L B OEESR

o NIBSC 2o
247 Ag code EX AR
First WHO International S 11 - s .
kA ICBIT 2 20/136 Standard for anti-SARS-CoV-2 i(?[[\[f%D-wlﬁl{Eﬁ;ﬁ,u%ll% SHIRS %7
FrUTL=S WHo e (#5 1 % — OHSARS-CoV- 2 Hilk % &)
oA M AR o H ) 1 J - .
i i i s _
f:ﬁZﬁ B Al & LBCISAE | 0 | AtiSARSCoV-2 Antibody %&g“ﬂﬁjmﬁg%km*ﬁé7
Tﬂ‘ 5F%Fx Y7L — Diagnostic Calibrant (155 4 % — DHISARS-CoV- 2 Hilk% & ts)
LW B I 2 External Quality Control — o .
HEREE = % — D | 20/B764 | reagent for anti-SARS-CoV-2 ()i%’g}lg@@'ﬂ@% 2HICHIRT BT
AEBQCHUEL antibody
5 D 7 — WV IMEETHRER L 72784 1
- COVID-19l i B ik $ 2 77—
% 4 F
Pk AE OB X First WHO International PUSARS-CoV- 2 HLMM : &
OFEl, 72 F V5 20,268 Reference Panel for anti-SARS- HISARS-CoV- 2 Hufiit : H
fili, WF7eM, PLSARS- CoV-2 immunoglobulin, human PUSARS-CoV- 2 Pufhfll : K
itk s qou | Cov-2difks sAon [WHO EES8/ N xIV] PUSHUAIZAL O ASHUNPUAR AT L 5
- Bt iR
20194E LART IS L 224 E AN R+ —H
J 7 — VI dE
T | /B0 | ADL-SARSCOV-2 Verification | St & Hiflo 3% % 23K 0 Btttk
) Panel for Serology Assays BV YN LU
T i H 7% N
B Q}E%\ig EE ;é% 20/130 Research reagent for anti-SARS- | COVID-19[al {51 3% o Ifil 4
GEITTE Sk 7 CoV-2 Ab (¥4 4 5 — DHISARS-CoV- 2 Hifh % &)
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®5 WHOHNT-FHEIOF Y (I ARRERREERS JVUSRB/NRIVKRED - ODEERHRFROBIE

Sfas Sfas oy :/H\-'IEHQE E‘?ﬁﬁl:ﬁbhf: =5
st HEHONE i il SFE
; COVID-19In 15 5] .11
NIBSC Code: | WHO [ BRAEHE S SRS
20136 | OFEHI f‘%‘fff_’? VIR
o5 COVID-19/u 15 ] B 12
E3iEUA S =]
20/150 | /AN | e+ 7 o — e
S w | COVID-19[ 410 % 12
20/148 ﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ“ K5 5 7 — U I3 S
(hREDS 1 5 —) o
F—=ANFUT (4)
COVID-19l M | 77 Y (D . R
NIBSC SHCR VMG | BET STVl | BT (1) NI I
20/268 SR LI B IR  in house ELISA
Ntk : #5545 —) FAY (3) ; . -
AV () - commercial FE B o B 1 4
COVID-9EIEMBEIZ | 4 5y 5 (1) ELISA 15 —DELDX
20/140 B S A OVERS | 3RS 2 7 — v I HA (1) - BB ATEEEIC K | (7 v 2 A5
(5 1 5 —] (SHk: KL 45— | op (1) AL T A L
Nk ks 4 7 —) F525 (2) C7H=HA AR | 20/136 DRENE
‘ — e orserm| V- (A1
20/142 S SROVEER | 20194 ARG ISR L7zt | 7 7 A nru~ ME | AR
(bt 8] HeAg 7w | 2 I D 2y
_ COVID-19MIBEMEF 1 | 1 > 75 F (11)
NIBSC So0e | g 1 ke | s 7AUH (12)
(Fewermyms A4 % —)
- 4 | =
B 7 — WAL %ﬁ?ﬁﬁg%gg?m
., . COVID-191ul 42 ] i
PR 7= v 7 = L (BERE)
e COVID-19/m 45 81 % 1
RIBLT L S e Lo ()
e e LT L2, F, Ptk 120/268% [ P2}

BB S AL E LCRREL, 20/136DHUAAM 2 b & 1278
POV R REIK T B KA SIS HURME A 5 S 2 Y
1220/13012 % Besd THURMI A 5- & 7z

COXHICHEREPOEEREZMEIT LI LICX
D, B2 oA RE - FATE, B LPURICH
T HPURE & A, PURIEICZE D D 5 BLHE G 2 BEER 3
BT EDWRETH 72 LALeAS, BEMKORIC
EERDAH Y, [—1 v b OERERZ KREICER T
3, B OO Y N HEHFICEENCE TN D PUE
OFFHEDETT 5 L E 2 o, EBEES % v Tk
WAEOUERE % G- 9 5 56, BREERAE DI L 584
EPESNLREEYRH S Z LI EPLETHL, &
D EEHSET 5121F, PISARS-CoV-2E / 7 1 —F i
HERCZEREFMD AT TH L EEZ SN, PR
v MOEEEMRICIE, FERSEEE SR EY k' 7
O — FVHREOFE 2 O H R i & fL A A b 72T e
VLEELEZ SND.

SARS-CoV-2 &Gy RIS P S 0 B 24 )5 2 WHO
& o T, BukBAF v b OMREEHli S X OFREEM O R
ENT R D LRMIED R ENTE. ThHOHY
AT XD, PifkgEF v b OMEREFHt A5 #E 2T D
VAN S T Qs o QR R4 Ry 4 G R MR LS TINEN T
¥y MIROON LIRS ET > TV EERS
nas.

Hr LS GRE D BIALRIF IS BT 2 AEF v S ORMEO
HLRIZIE, JLEEUE 2 W72 A ToF v o

fiE

S TR S 4 2y B 1T VAN 9 L o S N Y
WML EFEHTH .

5IHSCHR

1) FDA Serology Template for Test Developers
in “Policy for Coronavirus Disease-2019 Tests
During the Public Health Emergency (Revised)”;

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/
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2)

3)

4)

5)

coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-
authorizations-medical-devices/in-vitro-diagnostics-
euas#individual-serological

FDA Independent Evaluations of COVID-19
Serological Tests; https://open.fda.gov/apis/
device/covidl9serology/

PHE COVID-19: laboratory evaluations of
serological assays; https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/covid-19-laboratory-
evaluations-of-serological-assays

MHRA Guidance: Target Product Profile: antibody
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