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Recent topics from “Food safety information (Chemical)”

Miou Toda®, Chikako Uneyama

The variety of international food trade has increased, and also the quantity has drastically grown.

Therefore, the food safety issues occurred in a country immediately become global issues and risk

managers are needed to take control measures to protect consumer health. The division of safety

information on drug and food publish biweekly bulletins named “Food Safety Information” which

introduce latest news such as new rules, alerts, outbreak information and risk assessment released

from international organizations and food safety authorities in other countries. These bulletins have

been available for risk managers and public since 2003. This paper presents overviews of some resent

topics on food chemical safety selected from issues in these bulletins (e.g. inorganic arsenic, acrylamide,

methyl mercury, caffeine, dietary supplements).
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Arsenic in Infant Rice Cerea (Constituent Update:
1 April 2016) http://www.fda.gov/Food/
NewsEvents/ConstituentUpdates/ucm493714.htm

4) EU: Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/1006
of 25 June 2015 amending Regulation (EC) No
1881/2006 as regards maximum levels of inorganic
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/
TXT/?uri=0]:JOL_2015_161_R_0006
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September 2016) http://www.mfds.go.kr/index.do
?mid=675&pageNo=1&seq=33419&cmd=v

6) TARC: Monographs Volume 112: Some
Organophosphate Insecticides and Herbicides
http://monographs.iarc.fr/ENG/Monographs/
PDFs/index.php

7) TARC: Q&A on Glyphosate (1 March 2016)
http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/
pdf/Q&A_Glyphosate.pdf

8) Pesticide residues in food 2016: Special Session
of the Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide
Residues (FAO Plant Production and Protection
Paper 227) http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5693e.pdf

9) US EPA: A Set of Scientific Issues Being
Considered by the Environmental Protection
Agency Regarding:EPA's Evaluation of the
Carcinogenic Potential of Glyphosate (16 March
2017) https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/
files/2017-03/documents/december_13-16_2016_
final_report_03162017.pdf

10) APVMA: Final regulatory position: Consideration
of the evidence for a formal reconsideration of
glyphosate (15 March 2017) http://apvma.gov.
au/node/26561

11) PMRA: Re-evaluation Decision RVD2017-01,
Glyphosate (28 April 2017) http://www.hc-sc.
gc.ca/cps-spc/pubs/pest/_decisions/rvd2017-01/
index-eng.php

12) ECHA: Glyphosate not classified as a carcinogen
by ECHA (15 March 2017) https://echa.europa.
eu/-/glyphosate-not-classified-as-a-carcinogen-by-
echa

13) TARC: Monographs Volume 114: Red Meat and
Processed Meat http://monographs.arc.fr/ENG/
Monographs/PDFs/index.php

14) TARC: Monographs Volume 116: Drinking
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monographs.iarc.fr/ENG/Monographs/PDFs/
index.php

15) US FDA: The FDA takes step to remove artificial



[ EfR (LR | 2oiED PE v 7 21Z2n T 37

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

trans fats in processed foods (16 June 2015)
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PressAnnouncements/ucm451237.htm
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US FDA: FDA Issues Final Rule on Food
Ingredients that May Be "Generally Recognized
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ucmb37225.htm
FAOQO: Consultation on the Risks and Benefits of
Fish Consumption. Rome, 25-29 January 2010.
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ba0136e/ba0136e00.htm
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content=feature&utm_campaign=20150121
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www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4104
FSA: Chief Scientific Advisor's Report on
acrylamide published (4 November 2015)
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news/2015/14655/ chief-scientific-advisor-s-report-
acrylamide
US FDA: FDA Issues Final Guidance for Industry
on How to Reduce Acrylamide in Certain Foods
(10 March 2016) http://www.fda.gov/Food/
NewsEvents/ConstituentUpdates/ucm374601.htm
US FDA: FDA Takes Action on Bulk Pure
Powdered Caffeine Products September 1,
2015 http://www.fda.gov/Food/NewsEvents/
ConstituentUpdates/ucm460097.htm
EFSA: EFSA Journal 2015:13(5):4102 https://
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containing beverages (3 August 2016) http://
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US FDA: Stimulant Potentially Dangerous to
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www.fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates/
ucm347270.htm
BfR: Dietary supplements containing dinitrophenol
(DNP) can lead to severe intoxication and even
to death (21 July 2015) http://www.bfr.bund.
de/cm/349/dietary-supplements-containing-
dinitrophenol-dnp-can-lead-to-severe-intoxication-
and-even-to-death.pdf
ANSES: Food supplements containing red
yeast rice: before consumption, ask a healthcare
professional (18 March 2014) http://www.anses.
fr/en/content/food-supplements-containing-red-
yeast-rice-consumption-ask-healthcare-professional
ANSES: Today ANSES publishes its
recommendations on dietary supplements for
weight-loss containing p-synephrine (5 May
2014)
anses-publishes-its-recommendations-dietary-
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supplements-weight-loss-containing-p

US FDA: Solgar, INC. Issues Voluntary Class I
Recall Of ABC Dophilus® Powder (17 November
2014) http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/
ucm423219.htm

US FDA: FDA updates draft guidance on
premarket safety notifications for dietary
http://

www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/

supplement industry (11 August 2016)

PressAnnouncements/ucm516197.htm

FAO: Edible insects. Future prospects for food
and feed security. FAO Forestry Paper 171 (2013)
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/13253e/13253e00.
htm

ANSES: OPINION of the French Agency for
Food, Environmental and Occupational Health
& Safety on "the use of insects as food and feed
and the review of scientific knowledge on the
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health risks related to the consumption of insects'"
(12 February 2015) https://www.anses.fr/en/
documents/BIORISK2014sa0153EN.pdf
EFSA: EFSA Journal 2015:13(10):4257 http://
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US FDA: Draft Guidance for Industry: Voluntary
Labeling Indicating Whether Food Has or Has
Not Been Derived From Genetically Engineered
Atlantic Salmon (November 2015)
fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/GuidanceDocu

http://www.fda.gov/
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Health Canada; AquAdvantage Salmon (19 May
2016)
appro/aquadvantage-salmon-saumon-eng.php
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Evaluation of certain food additives and
contaminants (Eightieth report of the Joint
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Additives) WHO Technical Report Series, No.
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EFSA: EFSA Journal 2016;14(8):4572 https://
www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4572
BfR: Pyrrolizidine alkaloids: Levels in foods
should continue to be kept as low as Possible
(28 September 2016) http://www.bfr.bund.
de/cm/349/pyrrolizidine-alkaloids-levels-in-foods-
should-continue-to-be-kept-as-low-as-possible.pdf
BfR: Frequently Asked Questions on Pyrrolizidine
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consumers-196509.html
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FSAI: FSAI Calls for Urgent Response to
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FAQO: Reducing the spread of antimicrobial
resistance on our farms and in our food (14
September 2016)
story/en/item/433096/icode/
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