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In the last few decades, many analogs of narcotic substances were widely distributed in Japan as

easily available psychoactive substances and became a serious problem. To counter the spread of these

new psychoactive substances (NPS), the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law in Japan was amended in 2006

to establish a new category, “Designated Substances (Shitei-Yakubutsu)” in order to more promptly

control them. However, new analogs of controlled substances, especially synthetic cannabinoids and

cathinone derivatives, have appeared continuously. Because information sharing among laboratories

is the key to a fight against these NPS, we opened “Data Search System for New Psychoactive
Substances (NPSDB)” (http://npsdb.nihs.go.jp/Search/) on the web site in March 2014. This NPSDB
provides information on products of NPS sold in Japan, as well as analytical data (such as spectra of
GC-MS and LC-PDA-MS) and the pharmacological properties of NPS detected in the products. This
database is available in both English and Japanese. As of April 2016, 710 NPSs and 2,128 products are
listed in this database, and more than 300 laboratories or offices, including international organizations,

are registered. To avoid health problems and abuse caused by NPS, we have to continuously monitor

the distribution of these substances.
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