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Survey of the amount of the industry funding for biomedical research — analysis of

questionnaire for medical and pharmaceutical departments, professors belonging these

departments and the pharmaceutical companies.
Mitsuo Saito*, Ryuichi Hasegawa

Recently, conflict of interest (COI) has become a major concern in the field of biomedical research.
Despite COI having been a focus of study in the USA for decades now, no detailed studies have been
undertaken yet in Japan. As the opinion of the advisory committee substantially leads the
administrative activity, and as most committee members are researchers in the biomedical field, the
management of COI of the members is important. The funding from the industry could be classified as
follows: endowments for research, clinical research, nonclinical contract research, patent fee, fee for a
manuscript and a lecture. In this study, we sent out a questionnaire to 43 medical and pharmaceutical
departments (about one-third of nationwide) , randomly selected 215 professors belonging these
departments (five professors in each department) and the 13 research-based pharmaceutical companies
belonging to the Japanese Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association, to conduct a survey of the
amount of industry funding classified into the items shown above. In most cases, the amount of
endowment for research and clinical research per professor was lower than one million yen. For
nonclinical contract research, despite the number of responses indicating the “five hundred thousand
yen to one million yen class” was the largest, the amount widely ranged from two million yen to four
million yen, and some even indicated the “over ten million yen class”. The most frequently indicated
fees for a manuscript was less than five hundred thousand yen, while the most frequently indicated
fees for lectures was less than one million yen. To estimate the annual total funding from companies
for each professor, we summed up the above items using the data obtained from the professors. The
75th percentile was 4.65 million yen for the medical department, and 3.7 million yen for the department
of pharmaceuticals. A COI policy had been prepared in only about one third of the departments,

indicating that the management of COI in universities has only just begun.
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Fig.1 Amount and number of the endowments for research
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Fig. 2 Amount and number of the clinical research
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Fig. 3 Amount and number of the nonclinical contract research
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