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Investigation of the handling of conflict of interest in the US and

European countries and survey of the attitudes of physicians and
pharmacists towards industry-academia cooperation in Japan

Mitsuo Saito®, Yuzuru Hayashi, Ryuichi Hasegawa

Most clinical studies cannot be conducted without funding from pharmaceutical companies. To
maintain the fairness of the study and protect the study subjects, management of the conflict of
interest (COI) is an unavoidable issue. As the opinion of the advisory committee substantially guides
the administrative activity, and as most of the committee members are researchers in biomedical fields,
management of the COI of the members is important. Despite the COI issue becoming a great concern
recently in Japan, numerous studies have been conducted over the years in western countries. Therefore,
first, we examined the foreign COI management systems for clinical trials and advisory committees on
the safety and efficacy of drugs and the pricing of drugs. We explored the website of the union of
universities and the regulatory authorities, and make question if applicable. In the USA universities,
establishment of a management policy for COI and evaluation of the COI by a university COI
committee was required. For the advisory committee of drug reviews, both FDA and EMEA have
established a rule for the management of the COI of committee members, such as employment
relationship with the company, holding of stocks, contract studies, etc. Then, we conducted a survey of
the attitudes of physician and the pharmacists toward industry-academia cooperation. Both physicians
and pharmacists are beneficiaries of industry-academia cooperation, such as industry funding, despite
being aware of the bias against the accuracy of the study. In general, physicians tended to view the
industry-academia activity favorably as compared to pharmacists. This may be attributable to the

difference of their situation such as the opportunity of cooperative study.

Keywords: conflict of interest, industry-academia cooperation, advisory committee, clinical trial
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Fig. 4 Possibility of the bias for the funding company in the opinion of the advisory committee
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