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Study on the imported U.S. beef and the occurrence of enterohemorrhagic
Escherichia coli infection in Japan

Hodaka Suzuki, Shigeki Yamamoto

The Japanese government imposed a ban on U.S. beef imports in December 2003 after the first case
of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in the United States. The ban was lifted in December
2005, but the amount of U.S. beef imported in 2006 was still drastically smaller compared with that
before the ban. The aim of this study is to examine whether the amount of imported U.S. beef affects
the number of incidents and patients of enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli (EHEC) infection in Japan,
by utilizing the statistical and epidemiological data. Since 2004, the amount of imported U.S. beef was
drastically decreased but the number of food-borne EHEC cases and the number of all (not only food-
borne cases) EHEC patients were relatively constant from 2000 to 2006. On the other hand, the
number of food-borne EHEC patients decreased in 2004 and 2005. Considering the individual food-borne
EHEC incidents in the Statistics of Food Poisoning presented by the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare, there were no large outbreaks (more than 100 patients in one case) occurred in 2004 and

2005, and this might be the reason for the decreased number of EHEC patients in these years. We

concluded that U.S. beef did not have a great effect on the situation of EHEC infection in Japan.
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