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A 13-week Subchronic Oral Toxicity Study of Chlorophyll in F344 Rats

Fumio Furukawa*, Ken-ichiro Kasahara, Akiyoshi Nishikawa,
Takayoshi Imazawa and Masao Hirose

A 13-week subchronic toxicity study of chlorophyll (containing 40% oil) was performed in both
sexes of F344 rats by feeding of CRF-1 powder diet containing 0, 0.18%, 0.55%, 1.66% and 5%,
and vehicle (oil) alone. No animals died during the administration period and no changes in body
weights and food intakes were found in any dosed groups. Some hematological, serum biochemical
and histopathological changes were observed for the 5% -treated group, but these did not suggest
obvious toxicity. These findings indicate that the treatment with 1.66% chlorophyll in diet for 13
weeks does not cause any changes in rats and the 5% feeding is not obviously toxic.

Keywords: Chlorophyll, F344 rat, Subchronic Toxicity

LI

70074 VIRBYWRIZLCHFETAEFIV 714 VR
FT, avTN)—=RT LT 7 NMT7 7 EOERRETER
yuLIREREL, Ty — VT3 EERERITHE L
THOLNDY, —RICEHFMME LTorua 7 1)U,
WA C7OICT7 & b iMmWICE Rl Iz 7-iiE
DifEERFETH L. FRFIIuu T vaBiU s
074 0bOREWT, 7007 4 Vs LTI~
11% %50, HRiZGEE»OEFEOR-ZX MREEL,
TRy, ZOUKRVL, ¥ —VIZERT B, Kiz
TETHBY, ARLLTEFa—4 U H L, AREHEG,
F a2l — hi20.08~0.18%, HEHEASMIZ0.1~0.25%D
HETHRIMEINT VS, TOMIZERET, 7HEHITFLLE
RSN TWAY,

ruau 74 VidbEEE R, —HEORV T 41) YEROF
R T AV TLDEF L= MEEE LTS, TORIH
T LNEREE ML OEERL, T AT F L
B IDTrAT4Frbran 745 —FEIZLD
TAFVEFBENDLE T2 F TN, FERBD, Tz
F7 3 WA FIZBHECERYWETHY, FFli72F
THFRMNA FaBLU¥n 7 o474 VNS FidiEng
BEEELZ I OILIRESNTVED, Z0kHitso

*To whom correspondence should be addressed : Fumio
Furukawa; Division of Pathology, 1-18-1 Kamiyoga, Setagaya-
ku, Tokyo 158-8501, Japan ; Tel : 03-3700-9819 ; Fax 03-3700-
1425; E-mail: furukawa @nihs.gojp

074 VA REDOHHICE L TORERZLS4H5H, =
hETIcrzun 7 4 VOFEFFMICETHERIZEAL
7,

4@, EBRIELTr7O007 4 VOREERFHHN—BE
LT, BBMoEEBHHEERBTERTLE L LIT, ER
D&lTrun74 VOREORERRTTHENT, 7
ou 74 VIEEEERABOEERER D BMERL .

EEBRMHE B L U

1. Bk SUICRBER A

5:EE D F3445 v MEERKTOREZ BRF ¥ —IV A - Y
N—ERIhEAL, H1EBHOILEFTOR, EBRIEL
THEEE B AR T D5 BHICR L2, 72, ERIEL
THEHEE D ABEI0IC % 2 BEICE L7z, B fAF I v
— AT AOEYEIITITY, ENORESLEIZEE2M4
1C, BRES5E 5 %, A8 /M, HLEBEH128ERH
(7 ~198F) & L7-. @i, B H—F3F— b EAER
— VIS5 2IAEL, RREZEH T Ry — 280V 7
MRy TERERAG, A2ERU. 2, febkE LTK
Bk% BHICEBIRS .

2. BBRMELSTICHRSE

ryoua7 4 VidEkE UTHREERHR> SH5 25T
7. ERICERH Lo 74 0iE, A FHar 7Y
— X7 UHBTESALZ OO T 4 LIHEAT60%
WEAE (FY A 200C  BAER) =) 40%EMR 72D
DTHA. FaFZrouz4 haBlFruoag7 4
b DRAYT, OO 74 VESELTIZIBE%THS.



108 B i E#E &

AR MEFRATBSE

H116%  (1998)

FEEI L LT, BRICERLIFMABROMFIIETE, &
EREAS5%EL, A3 THRLTUTOHEZL 66,
0.55, 0.18%IZFE L7z, ThENMEER (X V¥
VEERR) IR U CISAMB RIS S, F 3 mEC
RO & % FERICEN S 72,

FEOEL LT, BROBELRHTA -0, 70074
VIEEH GRS BER (FY 4 200C L g-ba 7z -
WVER) BLUMEEE DR L FRICER S 7.

3. 7007 4 VEFHLUHEEEHEHDORARMSE

R zraa 7 4 V0 1% DEIEIZR S X )12 ¢-F
a7zu— )V (VYr<i) 2REBIEOdIcmA 7.
a-F 37 0= VORMRER, FNcAEoRE kR
Brhk i L CiRE L7z, 7 b v THEMR%R, Fhimks
FHIRLE, 5%7007 4 ViRmER2#HE, F77 M
IZ24BREIRE L, T e bR T o ERHIRAT LIS
5 %R 2 RS L CaiElR, HZE %y 7 THHE, W
AR L7, SRS R 2 35 2 MRS L, MoK
WO LICAT Y VAREBREER LA, Foun Ty
A VIEEABERINEAE % MO FIETHRE L /2.

4, BELSVICHELE

BEHES, —RIKBOBIELMHERL, KEBIV
BEEEIEE 1 BEE L. B, SRERE L)~
MASE, BHI—7IVERET CHRBKER S 5 R0,
Bt L.

MR, BEIMEREHEEEE (Sysmex M-2000,
WEERTETFH) 2T, BmMEkEK (WBC) , ARz
# (RBC), nEZuv¥ry&g (Hb), ~< b+ v ME
(Ht), MCV, MCH, MCHC b & C*liL/pMi %k (PLT) 2
DWTHIE L 7z,

MmiFELERREIE, 5L 222 dE%, &
(TP), A/GH, 7LV73Ir (Ab), #aLAFa—)
(T.Cho), ¥z % (BUN), # L 7%= (CRN), F
Fy L (Na), $8% (C), #VUwa (K), #vivL
(Ca), #EHE) > (P), FANSEVBENS VAT I F—
¥ (AsT), 792 FF Y RAT7 34—+ (AIT), TA

V74 A7 75— (ALP) BXUy—I Ny I NI
AT IF—H(y-GT)IzoWT SRL HIZ KA LEIE L 7.
BRI WIRA BRI MRS U, B, TEAE, M, O,
P, FRER, B, BRBIUHHROEELHELL. L
LOBRICmA, BER, HN—F -8R, T, B, MM K
B, WERE, BERE, Ko, LR, ) vosER, R/, AH, §
Wi, Boig, &, KBAfS, A b4k, HBE, v, 5
BLUBF10%PHEEEH LYY VYHICTEEL:. EHE
s, @flofir By, N7 7 4 raigk,
WA RERL, ARV Y - VUV REERRL
7-.

5. HEETFAVNIEE

R, MiEEFORE, MERFENRES & OEEER
OPEMEIL, SEGH (ANOVA)IZ L BERITo 7.

- #

1. —BRES LURRTEY

FEE I BIO I TOHRSHHFOFRCHYIIED SNT,
WTNOBIIB VTS —FREBOREIIRO b b o
7-.

2. FELLVESEER

FERIIZBWT, REIRED]L 66%HI 54 B 53t
BEAET LR TR L7205, Fotioiz5B8cidizig
FEIAE RS 2R L7z, MECIIATIREE & IZIZFAE ORI
MEDH LN, WERMEARSISERT 2 Bbhb REILH
HoNhhol., ERITOLRERBD S0,
EBSEEZHELIRT. ERI TR, MEL IS HRE
WU CHEBEEL IZIZERLERLZR LA, 1 HY) 0HE
SRR BV THEHRDY13.7g THHDIZHL, &%
5HEwTFhdldgllThy, BEEORIEIEDS
Niedrotz, F2HEICBWTHRBEOERAED 5.
raua 74 NVOREBIREE, HETIE5 %HETIN.48/kg
1R, 1.66%EET66.18, 0.55%8T22.78, 0.18%FT
7.58, METIZ5 %EET239.8¢8, 1.66%HT93.08, 0.55
%EET27.38, 0.18%EETI.28 TH Y, ML b ITKY

Table 1. Food consumption and intake of chlorophyll
Food consumption Daily intake Total intake
(g/rat/day) (g/kg/day) (g/kg)

Group Male Female Male Female Male Female
Exp. 1 5% 140 94 2.146 2635 195.366 239.841
1.66% 148 96 0.726 0911 66.146 92.950
0.55% 14.7 9.5 0.249 0.300 22.705 27.323
0.18% 145 98 0.082 0.100 7.632 9.157

0% 13.7 94 - - - -

Exp. I vehicle 125 7.1 - - - -

0% 13.8 8.1
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Table.2 Serum biochemical and hematological data of F344 male rats
treated with chlorophyll for 13 weeks

Experiment I Experiment 11

& 5% 1.66% 0.55% 0.18% 0% Vehicle 0%
TP (g/d¢ ) 63+ 022 64+ 02 64+ 0.1 64 £ 02 63+ 02 6.6+ 0.2 65+ 02
A/G 24 £ 01 25+ 0.1* 26+ 0.1* 25+ 0.1* 23+01 23+03 23+0.1
AlB (g/d¢ ) 44+ 0.1 45+ 0.1 46+ 0.1* 45+ 0.1 44 +02 4602 45+ 0.1
T.Cho (mg/d{ ) 61 + 4 68t 5 66 + 3 66 + 7 66 £ 6 71+£6 66 + 6
BUN (mg/d? ) 2056+ 1.1 204+ 18 19.0 + 0.6 190+ 18 188 + 1.0 176 = 1.0 180+ 1.1
CRN (mg/d¢ ) 03+£0 030 030 030 02+0 03+0 03+0
Ca (mg/d{ ) 105 + 0.3 106 £ 02 105 £ 0.3 10.7 £ 0.2 104 + 0.1 105 + 0.1 103 £ 02
P (mg/d¢ ) 62+ 05 59 +03* 6.1 +0.2* 6.1 + 04* 6.6 + 03 56 + 03 58 £ 04
Na (mEQ/{ ) 144 + 1 145 + 1 143 + 1* 144+ 1 1451 146 + 1 146 £ 1
K (mEQ/{ ) 47+02 47403 46 £ 0.1 44+ 03* 47102 44+01 44+ 03
CI(mEQ/¢ ) 104 £1 105+ 1 104+ 1 105 +1 105 +1 106 £1 106 £1
y-GT (IU/¢ ) 240 2+0 2+0 2+0 2+0 210 2+0
AsT (IU/¢ ) 114 + 17* 105 + 12* 86 £+ 10 78t 6 88 + 10 86 + 31 83 £ 12
AIT AU/¢ ) 69 + 10* 69 + 6* 67+ 9 62 + 4 59+ 5 61 + 11 57+ 5
ALP(IU/¢ ) 37+ 14 333+ 24 309 + 28 320 + 16 312 + 101 336 + 45 325 + 20
WBC (10%/u8 ) 52 + 12* 48+ 5 40+ 4 41 + 4 39+7 44+ 6 41+ 6
RBC (10%/.¢ ) 969 + 73 962 £ 40 893 + 59 912 + 22 925 & 77 960 + 25* 931 + 24
Hb (g/d¢ ) 160 £ 1.0 16.0 £ 0.6 152 £ 0.9 156 £ 03 1568+ 12 158 £ 03 154 + 04
Ht (%) 466 + 34 462+ 18 429+28 438+ 09 444 + 3.7 46.7 £ 1.0* 449+ 1.1
MCYV (fl) 480 £ 04 48.0 £ 03 48.0 £ 02 48.1 £ 04 480 £ 04 481 + 04 482 £ 04
MCH (pg) 165 + 0.2* 166 + 0.1* 170 £ 03 171 £ 02 171 £ 04 165 + 0.2 1656 £ 02
MCHC (g/d¢ ) 344 + 04* 34.7 + 0.3* 354+ 05 35.7+ 04 356+ 1.0 338+ 03 342 + 03
PLT (10'%/8 ) 79155 793 £ 43 774+ 62 770 + 4.7 780+ 58 75.7 £ 1.7* 77720

¥ :Mean + SD.

: Significantly different from the respective control group at p <0.05

Table. 3 Serum biochemical and hematological data of F344 female rats
treated with chlorophyll for 13 weeks

Experiment I

Experiment IT

£ 5% 1.66% 0.55% 0.18% 0% Vehicle 0%
TP (g/d¢ ) 61+ 029 63+02 63+03 63+02 62+ 03 6.7+ 03 65+ 02
A/G 31+01 30+02 33+04 29+ 02* 33+03 29+02 2802
AlB (g/d¢ ) 46+ 0.1 4702 48+ 02 47+02 47+ 02 50+ 02 48+ 0.1
T.Cho (mg/d¢ ) 85+ 8 95 +9 94+ 10 92 £ 12 94 £ 11 95 + 14 94 xt9
BUN (mg/d¢ ) 174+ 13 182+ 16 181+ 24 188 +23 182 £ 24 162+ 16 1566 £ 1.5
CRE (mg/d¢ ) 030 030 03+0 030 03+0 03x0 03+0
Ca(mg/d¢{ ) 102 + 0.1* 104 + 021 103 £ 04 104+ 02 107 £ 05 106 + 04 102 + 0.2
P (mg/d¢ ) 56+ 03* 6.2 £ 056 6.2+ 0.7 59 + 04* 6910 50+ 08 54+ 05
Na (mEQ/¢ ) 144 1 145 + 1 1452 1461 145 + 2 147 £ 3* 144 £ 1.1
K(@mEQ/¢ ) 44+02 41+04 44+ 06 4003 46+ 09 40+07 4003
Cl(mEQ/¢ ) 106 £ 1 106 + 2 106 £ 1 1071 107 £ 2 107+ 2 108 +1
y-GT (IU/¢ ) 240 2+0 2+0 2+0 2+0 2+0 2+0
AsT (AU/¢ ) 89 + 7* 78+ 6 x5 71+6 4L6 2+8 69 £ 7
AIT(AU/¢ ) 48 + 5* 39 £ 4 41+3 40 + 3 425 41+ 56 39+3
ALP (IU/¢ ) 234 + 26 204 £+ 17 221 + 23 201 + 34 219 £ 25 201 £ 27 198 + 34
WBC (10%/4:¢ ) 38 + 5* 38 + 6* 297 32t5 20+8 28 + 9* 41+ 9
RBC (10%/.¢ ) 884 + 33 820 £ 46 844 + 42 805 + 54* 864 + 42 862 + 23 861 + 26
Hb (g/d¢ ) 16.0 £ 0.7 152 £ 0.7 166 + 0.7 151 1.1 158+ 06 1562+ 04 1564 £ 04
Ht (%) 444+ 17 415+ 25 42721 410+ 28 436 £ 22 433 £ 11 434+ 13
MCV (fl) 532t 96 50.6 + 0.2 506 + 02 509 £ 04 506 £ 0.2 502 £ 02 494 + 33
MCH (pg) 181+ 02 186 + 0.2 185+ 04 187+ 04 184 £ 0.2 177 £ 0.1 179 £ 01
MCHC (g/d¢ ) 362 04 36.8 + 0.6 36.6 + 0.7 36.8 £ 08 364+ 05 35.1 + 02 355+ 03
PLT (10"%/,.4 ) 758 £ 4.7 776 £33 771 +54 746 £ 5.0 782 + 54 768 + 6.0 792 + 48

#: Mean + SD.

* . Significantly different from the respective control group at p <0.05
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Table. 4 Relative organ weights of rats treated with chlorophyll

Experiment I Experiment II
J 5% 1.66% 0.55% 0.18% 0% Vehicle 0%
Body Weight(g) 326.0 + 14.300 339.1 + 15,12 3255 + 16.12 324.0 + 21.46 324.0 = 13.42 3099 + 14.1 3152 + 134
Liver(g%) 224 + 0.05 224 £ 005 2.22 + 0.07 225 £+ 0.07 224+ 005 2.19 £ 0.06 224 £ 005
Heart(g %) 0.29 + 0.02 0.28 £ 0.02 029 + 0.01 0.29 + 0.01 0.29 + 0.01 0.29 + 0.01 0.29 + 0.01
Kidney(R)(g %) 029 + 0.02 0.29 + 0.01 0.30 + 0.01 0.30 + 0.01 0.30 £ 0.01 027 + 0.01 029 £ 0.01
(L)(g%) 0.30 + 0.01 0.29 + 0.01 0.30 4+ 0.01 0.31 + 0.01 031+ 001 0.28 + 0.01 029 + 0.01
Testis(R)(g %) 047 + 0.03 045 £ 0.04* 0.46 + 0.02 047 + 0.02 049 + 0.02 0.49 + 0.02 048 + 0.02
(EX(g%) 0.48 + 0.03 0.46 + 0.02 0.49 + 0.02 048 + 0.02 0.48 + 0.02 0.49 + 0.04 049 + 0.02
Brain(g%) 0.62 + 0.02 058 + 0.03 0.61 % 0.02 0.61 + 0.04 0.61 + 0.02 0.62 + 0.03 0.61 + 0.03
Lung(R)(g%) 0.22 £ 0.01 021 + 001 021 £ 001 021+ 001 0.02 + 06.03 0.19 0,01 0.20 + 0.01
(L)(g%) 0.12 + 0.00 0.11 % 0.01 0.11 £ 0.01 0.11 £ 001 0.11 + 0.02 0.10 £ 0.01 0.10 + 0.01
Adrenal(R}(g%) 0.0047 =+ 0.0008 0004+ 0 0.005 = 0.001 0.005 + 0.001 0.005 + 0.001 0005+ 0 0005+ 0
L)(g%) 0.0052 + 0.008 0005+ 0 0.006 £ 0.001 0.006 &+ 0.001 0.006 + 0.001 0.006 + 0.001 0.005 + 0.001
Spleen(g %) 021 +0.01 0.20 + 0.01 021+ 0.01 021 +0.01 0.21 + 0.01 0.19 + 0.01 0.19 + 0.01
Experiment I Experiment II
% 5% 1.66% 0.55% 0.18% 0% Vehicle 0%
Body Weight(g) 178.6 £ 7910 17569 + 5.855 177.6 + 4.448 180.8 £+ 6.202 175.3 + 6.486 1535 £ 7.1 155.4 + 8.0
Liver(g%) 220 £ 0.12 2.20 & 0.06 1.94 & 0.68 222 £ 0.09 217 £ 0.07 2.18 +£0.28 2.14 4+ 0.10
Heart(g %) 0.33 + 0.02 0.34 £ 001 0.34 £ 0.01 0.35 + 0.03 0.35 + 0.02 0.33 + 0.01 0.35 + 0.01
Kidney(R)(g%) 0.32 + 0.02 0.33 + 0.01 0.33 + 0.01 0.34 + 0.02 0.33 £ 0.01 0.30 £ 0.02 0.32 £ 001
L)g%) 0.32 + 0.02 0.32 £+ 0.02 0.56 + 0.71 0.34 + 0.02 0.33 + 0.01 0.30 + 0.02 033 £001
Brain(g%) 101 £ 0.04 1.03 + 0.04 1.03 +£0.03 1.02 + 0.03 1.02 £ 0.05 1.13 £ 0.05 1.12 £ 0.05
Lung(R)(g%) 0.28 + 0.02 028 + 0.02 0.28 + 0.02 027 + 0.02 0.28 + 0.02 0.26 + 0.01 0.28 + 0.03
(L)(g%) 0.15 + 0.01 0.156 + 0.01 0.15 + 0.01 0.15 + 0.01 0.15 + 0.01 0.14 £ 001 0.14 + 0.02
Adrenal(R)(g%) 0.011 =+ 0.001 0.011 + 0.001 0.011 + 0.001 0.011 + 0.002 0.012 + 0.001 0.011 + 0.001 0.011 + 0.002
L)(g%) 0.012 £ 0.001 0.013 + 0.001 0.013 £+ 0.007 0.013 + 0.002 0.013 + 0.001 0.011 £ 0.002 0.012 + 0.003
Spleen(g %) 0.24 + 0.01 0.23 + 0.01 022 £ 0.01 0.23 + 0.01 0.22 + 0.01 023 £+ 0.02 0.23 £ 0.01
®: Mean + S.D.

* : Significantly different from the respective control group at p <0.05
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Table. 5 Histopathological findings in rats treated with chlorophyli

Male Female
5% 1.66%  0.55% 0.18% 0% 5% 1.66%  0.55%  0.18% 0%
-4+ -+ -+ -4+ -+ -+ -+ -+ -+ — +
vacuolar
Liver degeneration of 10 0 0 10 0 10 0 10 10 © 10 0 0 10 0 10 0 10 10 0
sinusoidal cell
vaculoar
degeneration of 10 0 0 10 0 10 0 10 10 0 10 0 0 10 0 10 1 9 10 0
hepatocyte
Mesenteric microgranuloma 9 1 100 100 100 100 8 2 100 100 100 10 0
lymph node
Femoral bone microgranuloma 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 100 8 2 9 1 100 100 10 0
marrow
Sternum bone microgranuloma 1000 100 100 100 100 100 9 1 100 100 10 0
marrow
Small intestine microgranuloma 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 10 0
— . negative and/or weakly positive, + . positive
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